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abandon Washington and take charge of the new enterprise that was
crystallizing so swiftly in the South. Governor Brown of Georgia had
glorified Georgia's election day by seizing Fort Pulaski, one of the
defenses of Savannah. The next day the Governor of Alabama began
by taking the arsenal at Mount Vernon and then Forts Morgan and
Gaines off Mobile. Governor Perry of Florida was bestirring himself
to move on Fort Pickens and the other works at Pensacola.24 A series
of telegrams and letters of advice had been constantly on the way south-
ward, and their number and import increased.
Much information and more rumor were sent down. Senator Wigfall
of Texas, born a South Carolinian, essayed to keep Governor Pickens
informed after the local Congressmen had left. When Holt was ap-
pointed to replace Floyd, Wigfall wired Congressman Bonham, "It
means war." 25 Yulee was urging Florida authorities to take the forts,
arsenal, and naval station. Already he was referring to the federal gov-
ernment as the enemy. "I say enemy! Yes, I am theirs, and they are
mine. I am willing to be their masters, but not their brothers."2G The
most ambitious effort at direction was taken January 5, the day the
Star of the West sailed.
That Saturday night the Senators from the seceding states, save
Toombs, met in caucus; Johnson of Arkansas joined them. They
undertook to direct the organization of the new confederacy by drafting
a series of resolutions and sending them for the guidance of the con-
ventions meeting during the next three weeks. Immediate secession was
imperative. A confederacy should then be organized at Montgomery
not later than February 15. The Senators themselves decided to stay in
Washington, perhaps until March 4, as Yulee put it, to "keep the hands
of Mr. Buchanan tied and disable the Republicans from effecting any
legislation which will strengthen the hands of the incoming adminis-
tration." However, they thought it wise to ask instructions on their
departure: they would come home if desired. Davis, Slidell, and Mallory
were appointed a committee to promote both secession and the organi-
zation of the new confederacy.27
They were still hopeful of enlisting more powerful support in the
border states. Although he did not attend the conference, Vice Presi-
dent Breckinridge now undertook to aid them. The Governor of Ken-